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Hood spends 48
hours in Venice...

pring in Venice is something else. The
winter mist has finally lifted, the summer
crowds are still months away, and the
whole city feels like it's stretching out in the
sunshine, ready to dazzle. There's a lightness to
it—a sparkle on the canals, the scent of salt and
flowers in the air, locals lingering over coffee
instead of rushing past tourists.
With temperatures in the mid-teens, it's
perfect for slow wanders, long lunches, and
a little Venetian glamour. Two days might
not seem like enough—but in Venice, time
stretches. Here's how to make every moment
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ICONS, ART &
APERITIVO HOUR
First up—where to stay? Tucked away from the
tourist throngs, Cannaregio 1s where Venice
still feels lived-in. It’s the city’s most authentic
district, a maze of canals and quiet streets where
laundry flutters between buildings and locals
linger over coffee. Home to the historic Jewish
Ghetto—the world’s first—this neighbourhood
has a rich past but a refreshingly laid-back vibe.

When it comes to hotels, Venice does OTT in
a big way (think: brocade curtains, chandeliers,
mirrors, and bolder-than-bold décor). But if you
want something a little more chic and refined,
try Madama Garden Retreat in Cannaregio
(madamavenice.it). It's got just nine suites, each
named after flowers, and—wait for it—an actual
secret garden. In a city where green space is
rare, that's a big deal. If the weather allows,
breakfast alfresco is a must.

Ease into your day. Stroll along Fondamenta
della Misericordia, a dreamy little canal-side
stretch where Venetians sip espresso and gossip
in the sunshine. Then, it's time to tick off the
big one: Piazza San Marco. Arrive just before
noon to hear the bells l'irlg and see St. Mark’s
Basilica sparkle in the sunlight. Inside, the
golden mosaics will make you gasp.

Since you're already here, swing by Doge’s
Palace, because if you're going to be in Venice
for 48 hours, you might as well have a snoop
around its former seat of power. Step inside
the lavish halls, cross the Bridge of Sighs, and
imagine the prisoners who once took their last
look at freedom from its tiny windows.

Craving a coffee? Caffé Florian (caffeflorian.
com) is outrageously expensive, but it's the most
famous café in Venice, and hey—Casanova once
sat here, too. Order an espresso, pretend you're

in a period drama, and savour every sip.
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Feeling arty? Hop over

to the Peggy Guggenheim Collection
(guggenheim-venice.it), housed in her old
palazzo on the Grand Canal. It’s full of modern
masterpieces (hello, Pollock and Picasso), but
the real star is the sculpture garden—especially
in spring, when the flowers peek through the
artwork like a secret.

Golden hour calls for dressing up and
having a drink with a view, and there’s
nowhere better than Hotel Danieli's rooftop
bar (hoteldanielivenice.com). Order a Bellini
(Venice invented it, after all), soak up the lagoon
views, and toast to one of the most magical
cities on earth.

Then, it's time for a gondola ride. Yes, it’s
pricey. Yes, it’s touristy. But trust us—it's
worth it. Drifting through the canals at dusk,
the water glowing gold, the sounds of Venice
echoing all around you—it’s the moment.

Dinner? Book a table at The Venice Venice
Hotel (venicevenice.com), so good they named
it twice. It's a stylish mix of old and new,
effortlessly cool without trying too hard. Sit
canalside at The Venice M'Art, order something
fresh from the sea, sip something crisp, and
watch the gondolas float by like vou're in a

movie.

DAY TWO: HIDDEN GEMS
& A FAREWELLTO LA
SERENISSIMA

Start the day early and claim Venice before
everyone else wakes up. Cross the Rialto Bridge
before the crowds arrive and wander into

the Rialta Market, where stalls overflow with
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glistening seafood, jewel-bright
fruit, and wheels of cheese vou'll
wish you could smuggle home.
From here, take a slow wander
to Campo Santa Maria Formosa, one of those
impossibly pretty squares where time seems to
stand still. If you're into art, don't miss Scuola
Grande di San Rocco—home to Tintoretto's
dramatic frescoes, yet surprisingly uncrowded.

Lunchtime calls for cicchetti and wine.
Forget a formal sit-down meal—Venice excels at
bite-sized indulgence.
Head to All'Arco,
where the counter
is piled high with
baccala mantecato
(whipped salt cod),
sarde in saor (sweet
and sour sardines),
and prosciutto-loaded
crostini. Grab a glass
of ombra (local white
wine), lean against the
bar, and enjoy it like a
true Venetian.

Now, it’s time to
get lost—because
that’s the best way to
experience Venice.
Follow tiny alleys,
cross little bridges,
peek into quiet
courtyards, and just...
wander. If you need
one final big Venice
moment, hop on a
vaporetto and glide
down the Grand
Canal, soaking in
the grandeur of the
palazzos one last time.

Travel

GOT A FEW
EXTRA
HOURS?

If you're feeling
ambitious, Murano
& Burano are
calling. Murano’s
glasshlowers are
hypnotic to watch,
and Burano is like
stepping into a
postcard—think
rainbow-hued houses,
lace workshops, and
tiny cafés serving ridiculously fresh seafood.
It's about an hour round trip, so you'll have
to move fast, but if you can squeeze it in, it’s
worth it.
And when it’s finally time to leave? Go out
in style. A private water taxi to the airport
is, without a doubt, the way to say goodbye.
Watching Venice fade into the distance as you
speed across the lagoon? It's the stuff of movie
endings. @
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